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This award-winning contemporary classic is the survival story with which all others are

comparedâ€”and a page-turning, heart-stopping adventure, recipient of the Newbery

Honor.Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his father when the single-engine plane

in which he is flying crashes. Suddenly, Brian finds himself alone in the Canadian wilderness with

nothing but a tattered Windbreaker and the hatchet his mother gave him as a presentâ€”and the

dreadful secret that has been tearing him apart since his parentâ€™s divorce. But now Brian has no

time for anger, self pity, or despairâ€”it will take all his know-how and determination, and more

courage than he knew he possessed, to survive.
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Thirteen year old Brian is on his way to visit his father when the pilot of a small, two-person plane

has a heart attack and dies. Brian crashes the airplane into a small lake in the middle of a Canadian

wilderness. Sore and shocked from the crash, the boy finds himself on a sandy tree-lined shore with

only his clothing, a tattered windbreaker, and the belt-attached hatchet his mother had given him as



a present.At first, Brian hopes to be rescued in a couple of days, but later he realizes that his life

depends only on him - the rescue is not near, since the plane drifted off course significantly soon

after the pilot died. Now Brian has to learn how to survive, to toughen up, and to let go of self-pity:

"...he learned the most important rule of survival, which was that feeling sorry for yourself didn't

work."Gary Paulsen effectively describes how Brian learns to watch, listen, and think before he acts,

learning to co-exist, and to overcome any obstacles. The reader sees Brian's mistakes, setbacks,

and small triumphs as, with the help of the hatchet, he manages to survive the 54 days alone in the

wilderness - he attempts to build a fire, to fish and hunt, and to make his home under a rock

overhang safe and comfortable.An epilogue of the book describes the lasting effects of Brian's stay

in the wilderness -his character have changed from the "city boy" mentality to enlightened and being

as one with nature. "None of that used to be Brian and now that was a part of him, a changed part of

him, a grown part of him, and the two things, his mind, and his body, had come together as well,

had made a connection with each other that he didn't quite understand.
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